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f14% McTaggart. ‘Unreality of Time” 75

“Positions in time, as time appears to us prima facie, are distinguished in two ways. Each
position is Earlier than some, and Later than some, of the other positions. And each position
is either Past, Present, or Future. The distinctions of the former class are permanent, while
those of the latter are not. If M is ever earlier than N, it is always earlier. But an event,

which is now present, was future and will be past.”

“For the sake of brevity I shall speak of the series of positions running from the far past
through the near past to the present, and then from the present to the near future and the
far future, as the A series. The series of positions which runs from earlier to later I shall call
the B series. The contents of a position in time are called events. The contents of a single
position are admitted to be properly called a plurality of events. (I believe, however, that
they can as truly, though not more truly, be called a single event. This view is not
universally accepted, and it is not necessary for my argument.) A position in time is called a

”
moment.

“The C series, however, is as ultimate as the A series. We cannot get it out of anything else.
That the units of time do form a series, the relations of which are permanent, is as ultimate
as the fact that each of them is present, past, or future. And this ultimate fact is essential to
time. For it is admitted that it is essential to time that each moment of it shall either be
earlier or later than any other moment; and these relations are permanent. And this —— the
B series —— cannot be got out of the A series alone. It is only when the A series, which gives
change and direction, is combined with the C series, which gives permanence, that the B

series can arise. ”






